
A trail is a vestige, something remaining of what was once, 

basically, physical: ancient fortresses, walls, buildings… 

But they can also be footprints, of espadrilles or of animals, signs 

that continually become clues, marks to follow, trails that may not 

lead anywhere, may be lost or may lead to the desired place. With 

the common graves of the Civil War, strangely, the two meanings 

converge: they are trails due to the fact that they are vestiges, and 

at the same time they are trails due to the fact that they are signs.
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Burano (Italy), Toni Catany (2007)
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What we have seen 
since 2000 is that it is 
the grandchildren who 
are leading the tributes 
to their grandparents, 
leading the movement to 
“recover the memory”
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Graves still remain of 
people who suffered 
reprisals in the rearguard, 
and therefore many 
people do not know 
where their relative or 
close friend is
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The thousands of 
soldiers who died in 
the Pàndols or Cavalls 
mountains were not 
moved and were buried, 
out of necessity, in bomb 
craters or trenches
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The whole movement 
to recover the historical 
memory has lead to 
many families resuming 
or initiating the search 
for a relative who 
disappeared
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